
MARY JOSEPHINE HICKEY 

 

 
 

Mary Josephine Hickey was born October 17, 1878, in Pueblo, Colorado, to Maurice Hickey and 

Margaret Leddin. The Hickey family usually resided in Chicago, Illinois, but Mary's father was a laborer 

for the railroad, and the family was in Pueblo while he helped lay track for a 

spur line. Mary was christened at Sacred Heart Cathedral in Pueblo, on 

December 1, 1878. Mary had an older sister, Ellen (or Nell), born in Chicago, 

who died before Mary was born. Ellen died at the age of 4 1/2 in Pueblo, on 

May 6, 1878. Mary also had a younger red-headed sister christened Mary Ellen 

and called Margaret, who married David Hayes. There was also a younger 

brother, Joseph Patrick, who never married. 

  

The family was poor, but proud. Mary's mother, 

Margaret Leddin Hickey, taught the girls to act like 

ladies, and would not allow them to associate with 

any of the local "rowdies". (Mary's husband, John 

Carey, called her "The Lady".) 

  Mary about age 16 

 

Mary completed the eighth grade at St. Aloysius' grammar school, a Catholic 

parochial school in Chicago. She won an award for her penmanship, and was 

proud of her composition book, containing her year's best work. This 

beautifully handwritten and decorated book is in the possession of her 

granddaughter, Gail. 

 

Mary and Margaret 

 

Mary worked, while a teenager, as a cashier at Marshall Field's, a department store in Chicago. She was 

very proud of her job, because it was a very good job for a woman in those days. She had to dress up for 

work, wearing a hat and gloves. A cashier earned about $14 a week.  
 

 

   

 



 
 

1900 census in Chicago for the Hickey family 

 

Mary married John Joseph Carey in 1908, after a five-year engagement. She then called herself Mae, 

because she didn't want to be called Mary Carey. John had a Brownie box camera during the time they 

dated and marriage, so there are many wonderful photos of Mary. 

 

         
 

Mary’s sister Margaret was a dressmaker, and may have made some of the dresses in these pictures. 

 

 
 

John and Mary on their honeymoon 

 

 



John and Mary had three sons, John, Jr., Thomas Ignatius, and James Aloysius. The family moved to San 

Francisco in 1919, and to Berkeley two years later. 

  

 

 

        
 

 

 

Mary was very involved in community and church affairs. She was president of the Berkeley City 

Women's Club when it was started. She was also president of the parish branch of the Ladies Aid Society. 

She was State Secretary of the Catholic Daughters. Mary knew Robert's Rules of Order cover to cover. 

Her son Jim remembers her attending a Catholic Daughters convention in Colorado Springs in 1933. He 

was about 13 years old. He went with her on the train, and then he traveled on to Chicago to stay with 

relatives, and see the World's Fair. Mary went to the convention, and to Pueblo to see where she was born. 

She joined Jim in Chicago four days later. 

 

Mary (or Mae) was often mentioned for her charity work in the local newspapers. 

 

 

 

       Oakland Tribune 14 November 1925 

 

Mary was a member of the Tables committee for a whist party for St. 

Joseph's Parish. 

 

 

  

Mary with son John Mary with sons John and Tom 

Mary with son James 



Oakland Tribune 19 September 1926 

 

Mary was chairman of the fall festival bazaar for St. Joseph's Parish. 

John Carey is also involved, in the Automobile booth committee. 

Proceeds from the six-day event were used to reduce "parish 

indebtedness and finance necessary improvements". 

 

 
 

    Oakland Tribune, 23 October 1927 

 

Mary was mentioned in an article about the Berkeley chapter of the 

Catholic Daughters of America, as grand regent. 

 



 
 

    Oakland Tribune 14 October 1935 

 

Mary was honored as the re-elected grand president of the Catholic Ladies Aid Society for 

California: "Mrs. Carey is connected with various Catholic organizations, but has been particularly 

active in the work of the Catholic Ladies Aid Society and the Catholic Daughters of America and the 

National Council of Catholic Women. Mrs. Carey was the assistant organizer of the Berkeley Court of the 

Catholic Daughters and served four years as State secretary of the organization." 

 



In 1941 as World War II in the Pacific began, Mary had two of her three sons in the Army. Her youngest 

son Jim was sent to fight in the Pacific, and the family did not think he would survive. Mary would send 

him cereal when he was in the Aleutians. Both Jim and Tom survived the war. 

 

Mary continued her involvement in Catholic charities. 

 

 
 

Oakland Tribune 12 October 1947 

 

Mary was general chairman for St. Albert's Guild for a card party. 

 

 
 

                  Oakland Tribune 18 January 1948 

 

Mary was a speaker at the Alameda County Council of Catholic Women, reporting on the East Bay 

Motion Picture Council.  



Mary's three sons married, and started having children. Her grandchildren remember Mary's crocheting, 

her little presents, and her always smelling like lavender. She loved beautiful clothes. Her granddaughter, 

Gail remembers her love of elegant, expensive hats. In her later years, after her husband died, she lived 

with her son John and his family. 

  

 
 

John and Mary at son James’ wedding in 1950 

 

Mary died, following a stroke, at Brookside Hospital in San Pablo, California, on January 28, 1966. She 

was 87 years old. She is buried at St. Joseph's Cemetery in San Pablo, California. 

  

  

 
 

    

 

  


