MARY JOSEPHINE HICKEY

Mary Josephine Hickey was born October 17, 1878, in Pueblo, Colorado, to Maurice Hickey and
Margaret Leddin. The Hickey family usually resided in Chicago, Illinois, but Mary's father was a laborer
for the railroad, and the family was in Pueblo while he helped lay track for a

spur line. Mary was christened at Sacred Heart Cathedral in Pueblo, on
December 1, 1878. Mary had an older sister, Ellen (or Nell), born in Chicago,
who died before Mary was born. Ellen died at the age of 4 1/2 in Pueblo, on
May 6, 1878. Mary also had a younger red-headed sister christened Mary Ellen
and called Margaret, who married David Hayes. There was also a younger
brother, Joseph Patrick, who never married.

The family was poor, but proud. Mary's mother,
Margaret Leddin Hickey, taught the girls to act like
ladies, and would not allow them to associate with
any of the local "rowdies". (Mary's husband, John
Carey, called her "The Lady".)

Mary about age 16

Mary completed the eighth grade at St. Aloysius' grammar school, a Catholic
parochial school in Chicago. She won an award for her penmanship, and was
proud of her composition book, containing her year's best work. This
beautifully handwritten and decorated book is in the possession of her
granddaughter, Gail.

Mary and Margaret

Mary worked, while a teenager, as a cashier at Marshall Field's, a department store in Chicago. She was
very proud of her job, because it was a very good job for a woman in those days. She had to dress up for
work, wearing a hat and gloves. A cashier earned about $14 a week.
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1900 census in Chicago for the Hickey family

Mary married John Joseph Carey in 1908, after a five-year engagement. She then called herself Mae,
because she didn't want to be called Mary Carey. John had a Brownie box camera during the time they
dated and marriage, so there are many wonderful photos of Mary.

John and Mary on their honeymoon



John and Mary had three sons, John, Jr., Thomas Ignatius, and James Aloysius. The family moved to San
Francisco in 1919, and to Berkeley two years later.

Mary with son John Mary with sons John and Tom

Mary with son James

Mary was very involved in community and church affairs. She was president of the Berkeley City
Women's Club when it was started. She was also president of the parish branch of the Ladies Aid Society.
She was State Secretary of the Catholic Daughters. Mary knew Robert's Rules of Order cover to cover.
Her son Jim remembers her attending a Catholic Daughters convention in Colorado Springs in 1933. He
was about 13 years old. He went with her on the train, and then he traveled on to Chicago to stay with
relatives, and see the World's Fair. Mary went to the convention, and to Pueblo to see where she was born.
She joined Jim in Chicago four days later.

Mary (or Mae) was often mentioned for her charity work in the local newspapers.
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Women of St. Joseph’s
Will Give Whist

RERKELEY, Nov. 14.—As the Oakland Tribune 14 November 1925
last card event, before tho holiday
season, the women of St, Joseph's
Parish will give a, Thanksgiving . .
whist party Monday evening, No- || Mary was a member of the Tables committee for a whist party for St.
vember 23 in St. Joseph's Audi-
torium. Mrs, Mary A. Scanlon i« JOSCph’S Parish
eneral chairman of the event and :
will be assisted by the following
committees:

Tables, Mrs, Mae Carey, Mrs,
Mary Mikesell, Mrs. Anes Rogers,
and Mvs. IK, Patrick: cards, Mrs,
Tillie L.evy, Mrs. A. A. McMillen;
prizes, Mrs. V. Scholz, Mrs, B, Cur-
ran, Miss Margaret Barrett, Mrs.
J. Toben, Mrs. Ackerman, Mrs.
Willlam Snyder, Mrs. George Gel-
der, Mrs. James . Flynn, Mrs, J.
Bronner and Mrs. Mary Scanlon,
The game will start at 8:30 o'clock.




Oakland Tribune 19 September 1926

Mary was chairman of the fall festival bazaar for St. Joseph's Parish.
John Carey is also involved, in the Automobile booth committee.
Proceeds from the six-day event were used to reduce "parish
indebtedness and finance necessary improvements".
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“To celebrate its third Initiation |
#lnce organization a few months
ago, Court Berkeley 1049, Catholic
Daughters of America, will hold a
meeting this afternoon at 2 o'clock
in the K. C. clubrooms, 2108 Shat-
tuck avenue, Berkeley, Guests from
the various courts about the Jast-
bay, Ban Francisco and peninsula

- will be in attendance to assist in
welcoming new members into theé
ranks of the Catholic Daughters.

. Rev. T. J. Breman, chapldin of
Court Berkeley, and Rev, John Cul-
len, state chaplain, sill be among
the speakers, while the degreé

'Lwork will be exemplified by mem-
"bers of Court Berkeley, among
them Mae H. Carey, grand regent;
Mrs, D. C. Hillman, vice-grand re-
&ent; Mrs. Margaret Gray and Mrs,
| Eleanor Kearns, chairman; Mrs.
Eleanor D. Daley, Mrs, Sadie Con-
lin, Mrs. Nellie Rooney, Mrg. Anna
&. O’'Brlen, Mrs. Myigaret -Houser,
[ Mrs. M. Ackerman, Mre. Emma.
Iave)and and Mrs, Eugenia Mon-

: A. muslc&l program will he pre-
Qunted by Mrs, Helen Toben, as-
by Mrs. Emma Quillinan,
Marxaret House and Mrs.
ﬁll-dlo Conlin,

Oakland Tribune, 23 October 1927

Mary was mentioned in an article about the Berkeley chapter of the
berg,
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Catholics to
Honor Leader
At Banquet

The Rev. Joseph P. Mulkern, di-
rector of Affiliated Catholic Chari-
ties of Alameda County, will be
honored guest at a reception and
banquet at .
the Fair- ; ‘
mont Ho- ’
tel, San
F r a ncisco,
tomorrow
evening at
6:300'clock.
The affair
will be held
under the
auspices of
comb ined
branches of j
the Catho-
lic Ladies
AidSociety
of San
F r ancisco %
and Ala- §
meda coun-

ties. Rev. 2 g
Mulkern MRS MAE H. CAREY

has recently been appointed state
chaplain of the society by Arch-.
bishop John J. Mitty.

Father Mulkern has served as as-
sistant in various parishes in San
Francisco and the Eastbay, pi ior
to going to New York, where he
studied for two years in the New
York School of Social Work. He
was an assistant at St. Mary's Cathe-
dral, San Francisco, until his ap-
pointment as director of the Affili-
ated Catholic Charities of Alameda
County.

Sharing honors will be Mrs. Mae
H. Carey, recently re-elected grand
president of the Catholic Ladies Aid
Society for California. Mrs. Carey is
connected with various Catholic or-
ganizations, but has been particu-
larly active in the work of the
Catholic Ladies Aid Society and the
Catholic Daughters of America and
the National Council of Catholic
Women.” Mrs. Carey was the assist-
ant organpizer of the Berkeley
Court of the Catholic Daughters and
served four years as State secre-
tary of the organization.

Mrs, Agnes McSherry, first grand
vice-president of the society, is
chairman. She will be assisted by
the board of grand directors in wel-
coming the guests,

e

Oakland Tribune 14 October 1935

Mary was honored as the re-elected grand president of the Catholic Ladies Aid Society for

California: "Mrs. Carey is connected with various Catholic organizations, but has been particularly
active in the work of the Catholic Ladies Aid Society and the Catholic Daughters of America and the
National Council of Catholic Women. Mrs. Carey was the assistant organizer of the Berkeley Court of the
Catholic Daughters and served four years as State secretary of the organization."”



In 1941 as World War II in the Pacific began, Mary had two of her three sons in the Army. Her youngest
son Jim was sent to fight in the Pacific, and the family did not think he would survive. Mary would send
him cereal when he was in the Aleutians. Both Jim and Tom survived the war.

Mary continued her involvement in Catholic charities.

St. Albert's Guild |
Sets Card Party |

Climaxing a season of successful!
benefits for St. Albert's College, St.
AlbBert's Guild will entertain, Wed-
nesday afternoon at a card party !m'
members and their friends who con-
tributed time and money on the_
previous occasions. [

Mrs. Mae H. Carey, general chair-|
man, will serve refreshments with|
the assistance of Mesdames Annal
DeLuca, Mary Holland, Paul Mec-|
Guire, Lucy Coyne, Margaret Wal-
lace, M. W. White, W, M. Hartlein,
F. C. King, D. J. Campbell, Mary|
Kropp and the Misses Marguentel
Graham, Anne Sinnott and
Goodwin. |

Hand madegift articles will be on|
display for early Christmas shop-|
pers. |

Oakland Tribune 12 October 1947

Mary was general chairman for St. Albert's Guild for a card party.

“Catholic Family Life" will be
the theme for Tuesday afternoon’s
meeting of the Alameda County
Council of Catholic Women, to be
held at 1 pm. in Our Lady of
Lourdes parish hall,

Members of St. Anm’: Confra-
ternity, of which ‘Mrs. William
Dooms is president, and the Mothers
Club, headed by Mrs. John J.
Tobin, will be hostesses for the
afternoon.

Assisting Mrs, William J. Bdlly
and Mrs., Peter E. Tehaney, co-
will be Mrs. Chester

FAMILY LIFE COUNCIL TOPIC

“Catholic Action;” Mrs. Mae Carey,
who will report on the Eastbay Mo-
tion Picture Council; Mrs. A. H.
Horsell, speaking on “The Legion of
Decency;” Mrs. George Garside, on
legislation, and Miss Marguerite
Graham, who will give her monthly

review of leading current Catholic
books.
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Oakland Tribune 18 January 1948

Mary was a speaker at the Alameda County Council of Catholic Women, reporting on the East Bay

Motion Picture Council.




Mary's three sons married, and started having children. Her grandchildren remember Mary's crocheting,
her little presents, and her always smelling like lavender. She loved beautiful clothes. Her granddaughter,
Gail remembers her love of elegant, expensive hats. In her later years, after her husband died, she lived

with her son John and his family.

John and Mary at son James’wedding in 1950

Mary died, following a stroke, at Brookside Hospital in San Pablo, California, on January 28, 1966. She
was 87 years old. She is buried at St. Joseph's Cemetery in San Pablo, California.




